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EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 


FROM ATHERTON 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, EG, IS, SA 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRINCE FAHD AUGUST 10 


1 . WEST AND I MET FOR ABOUT AN HOUR AND ONE-QUARTER EVENING 
AUGUST 10 WITH CROWN PRINCE FAHD, WITH PRINCE SAUD PRESENT. 
FOLLOWING ARE HIGHLIGHTS OE THE MEETING. 


2. FAHD OPENED WITH A VIGOROUS DENIAL OF THE "AMAZING 
RUMOR" THAT THE SAUDIS HAD EVER SOUGHT TO PERSUADE SADAT TO 
ABANDON HIS INITIATIVE. I SAID WE APPRECIATED SAUDI ARAIBA'S 
SUPPORT EOR SADAT AND HIS INITIATIVE; WE WERE NOT QUESTIONING 
THAT, BUT MORE SPECIFICALLY INDICATIONS SAUDI ARABIA HAD 
DISCOURAGED FURTHER ROUND OF EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS IN 
SINAI DURING THE SECRETARY'S VISIT. IN THE PERIOD AFTER 
THE LEEDS TALKS. 


3. FAHD EXPRESSED "TOTAL SUPPORT" FOR THE PRESIDENT'S 
CAMP DAVID INITIATIVE. HE PLEDGED THAT SAUDI ARABIA WOULD 
DO EVERYTHING IT COULD TO HELP MAKE THE CAMP DAVID MEETING 
A SUCCESS AND TO BUIKD SUPPORT FOR IT IN THE ARAB 
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COUNTIRES. I MADE THE POINT THAT THE WORLD SHOULD KNOW 
OF THIS SAUDI POSITION, AND FAHD SAID THE SAG RECOGNIZES THE 
NEED TO MAKE A STATEMENT;AT THE CLOSE OF THE MEETING SAUD 
TOLD ME THAT EAHD HAD DECIDED THAT A STATEMENT WOULD BE 
ISSUED AUGUST 11. FAHD VIGOROUSLY DENIED THAT SAUDI ARABIA 
HAD EVER SUGGESTED THAT THE SOVIET UNION SHOULD JOIN THE 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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4. AFTER HEARING THE HIGHLIGHTS OF MY TALKING POINTS, WHICH 
I HAD COVERED IN DETAIL WITH SAUD THE PREVIOUS EVENING, AND 
ON WHICH SAUD HAD BRIEFED HIM, FAHD SAID HE HOPED WHATEVER 
COMES OUT OF CAMP DAVID WILL MENTION THE RIGHT OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION FOR THE PALESTINIANS . HE URGED THAT THE US MAKE 

A GESTURE TOWARD THE PALESTINIANS. AS I DID IN MEETING WITH SAUD THE 
PREVIOUS EVENING, I EXPLAINED WHY WE CONSIDER 
CONTINUATION OF DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS TO BE ESSENTIAL AND SAID 
USG WILL ADHERE TO THE POSITIONS THAT THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
SECRETARY HAVE PERSONALLY STATED TO THE SAG. ON THE PALESTINIAN 
QUESTION, I EXPLAINED THAT WE BELIEVE THE ASWAN EORMULA IS 
A PRACTICAL WAY OF EXPRESSING THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 

5. DETAILED REPORTING CABLE FOLLOWS. 

WEST 
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